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Sir: 



TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

Transmitted herewith for the above-identified application, please find: 

(1 ) An Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages); 

(2) A Form PTO-1449 (1 page); 

(3) Nine (9) References; 

(4) European Search report (3 pages); and 

(5) Return postcard. 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR §1,8 

I hereby certify that the documents referred to as enclosed herein 
are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail on May 14, 2003 , in an envelope addressed to: MAIL 
STOP DD, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. , ; 

Karen LePari 
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No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement as the items of information contained in this statement were cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated 
April 2, 2003, which is not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
Additionally, the Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits. However, if any fee is required, authorization is hereby given to 
charge the amount of any such fee, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-1355. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 14, 2003 
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